Warfield Environment Group


Meeting on Wednesday 14th September 2011

At 8.00pm at Brownlow Hall

Minutes

Present:

Claire Wallen, Richard Wallen Annie Hill, Martyn Towle, Sheila Collings, Dave French, Nick Mercer
Apologies: Adrian Haffegee

Previous Minutes
Constitution

Decided to alter constitution to remove the Vice Chair post. Vote was unanimous by all those present at the meeting.

Action: Annie to update constitution document
WEG Sign

Will need access to A1 printing (maybe use leaflet printers for this)

Claire has drafted some updates.

Rose to provide the PDF version
Action: Richard to do the updates to map

Annie to send PDF to Richard

Sign at Hayley Green Wood (HGW)
Rachel said she would put adoption certificate into the sign.
We could also display poster advertising conservation event.
Action: 
Claire to chase this up
Wildflower Planting on Harvest Ride

Date agreed with rangers is Sunday 9rd October 10.30-12.30.
Two 25kg sacks of daffodils purchased. One white and one yellow variety to extend the season of flowering
Warfield Word, Bracknell Standard, Wren and Bracknell Soc advertising requested.
The bulb boxes are heavy. Suggested to use the trolley to haul them on site.

We will keep some back (say 50 of each type) to plant at Priory Field (this will need to be done sooner rather than later).

Action:
Sheila to do posters

Richard to pick up trolley nearer the date

Insurance

Insurance now switched to RHS (AON). Insurance runs for 17 months from September 2011. This has saved approx £60.00 for same level of cover plus we have the benefits of RHS affiliate membership (£44/yr on top of insurance).
We will be able to use the RHS logo on literature.

Martyn awaiting welcome pack.
PS – I got this off RHS website re benefits:

· Free entry to our four RHS Gardens 

· Access to over 140 RHS Recommended Gardens (during selected periods, member one only) 

· Monthly magazine The Garden (worth £ 51 a year)

· Buy discounted RHS Show tickets or enjoy special access

· One-to-one gardening advice

· Plus, access to seeds harvested from RHS Gardens (EU residents only).

Not sure if we have all this but Martyn can confirm once we have the welcome pack.
Trolley Logo

We ought to rebrand the litter trolley with new logo.

Action: Claire to get new laminated labels for trolley

All Saints School Talk

All Saints School talk about our activities.

Action: Martyn to liaise with school about the talk, maybe for October

Ideas for Events

We have quite a lot of funds that we could use for projects. Here are some ideas that need to be pursued:
1. Plant some bulbs at Priory Field and advertise this in the Priory Field sign

2. Plant bulbs or other plants around the various signs on the Parish boundaries. Would need to try and get all round interest so might need shrubs too. We would need to liaise with landscape team and rangers to ensure this was OK and that mowing took account of the plantings – who will follow this up to make it happen??? Also find out what plants would be suitable and establish where the various signs are – IYN have made the following suggestions:
Beds that did not require watering and very little other care. The 2 planting schemes we are using are:

a) Artemesia stelleriana ‘Boughton Silver’ (drought-tolerant; evergreen), interplanted with white daffodils and Verbena bonariensis
and

b) Rosmarinus officinalis ‘Prostratus’, interplanted with pheasant’s eye daffodils and Baptisia australis.
3. The Big Lunch initiative this year is happening over Jubilee weekend on 3rd June. We discussed whether to hold a picnic at field beside HGW (is this owned by Warfield Park Homes?) with a treasure hunt or some such BUT unlikely to get many takers that weekend due to so many other events. So maybe do something in early July. It would take some organising. Nick said he could bring along his pedal generator sound system which would be a good feature to have.

 Perhaps the Parish council would like to help out with it. Link to Big Lunch info@

http://www.thebiglunch.com/about/jubilee-2012.php

Action: Martyn to mention at next Parish meeting

Recent Events
Montessori Litter Pick 13th September and Beaver Litter Picks (various September dates) 
There was surprisingly little rubbish this time, possibly as mowing gang have been round recently. 

Any Other Business
· Annie and Claire showed the Its Your Neighbourhood (IYN) judges around Priory Field on 17th August. They suggested some further improvements such as planting bulbs or shrubs around the bench, putting in some trees. Also supported our idea of planting around parish signs and they provided us with lists of suitable plants for this
· One of the IYN ideas was to plant an oak for the Queen’s diamond jubilee next year

Action: Martyn to discuss idea at next parish meeting and also to ask if they have any other community events planned for that weekend. WEG may be able to offer some help. We want to plant a more mature oak not a whip to give it a good chance
· Claire has ordered another 100 trees from Woodland Trust to in fill in gaps in Priory Field. If we get these in November plan would be to hold tree planting event in February and rangers to look after the trees until then
· Warfield fete have given us a cheque for £100.00. Martyn accepted on behalf of the group as we appear not to have had an invite to the event This brings bank balance to £796.58. We also got a certificate
Action: Claire to scan certificate to show on Facebook

· Revisions were made to BFBC Biodiversity Action Plan questionnaire as they are formulating new plan now the old one has expired

Action: Claire to make updates and pass to Marlies Boydell

· Upcoming events

Action: Annie to email members

Sheila to do posters

Claire to advertise on BFBC Community Events Directory

· Website – it is getting quite out of date and somewhat old fashioned. Nick suggested looking at WordPress as a free and easy tool for web site design. Then just need to host it somewhere. We may also want to change the name eg WEG.org.uk (open to suggestions) then for a year or so do a URL re-direct from old address to this. Adrian also emailed group with an offer of someone’s help with website

Action: Annie to talk to Adrian about the offer (stop press – Sheila and Claire going on a 3 hour WordPress course with aim of designing new web site)

Date of next meeting  - Wednesday 16th November 8.00pm

Latest events diary on next page (

2011 WEG Events Calendar
Items in red italics are to be confirmed.
	Date
	Event
	Where

	Weds Sept 14th 8.00
	Meeting
	Brownlow Hall

	Mon 12th, Fri 16th and Weds 21st
	1st Bracknell Beaver Litter Picks
	Near Tesco and near scout hut

	Tuesday September 13th
	Montessori litter pick
	Westmorland pond

	Sun Sept 18th 1.45-3.30
	Litter Pick
	Recycling area of Tesco’s car park. Refreshments in Tesco’s coffee shop at 3.30pm

	Sun Oct 9th 10.30-12.30
	Daffodil planting

Plant 400 bulbs by Harvest Hill sign on Harvest Ride (opposite Shakespeare Way)
	Harvest Ride

	Weds Oct 26th 9.45-12.00
	Syngenta Visit
Booking required 4 spaces left
	Syngenta, Jealotts Hill

	Sun Nov 10.30-12.30
	Conservation Event
Clearing rhododendron and bracken
	Hayley Green Wood



	Weds Nov 16th 8.00
	Meeting
	Brownlow Hall

	Sun Nov 20th 1.45–3.30
	Litter Pick
	Recycling area of Tesco’s car park. Refreshments in Tesco’s coffee shop at 3.30pm
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